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summer social

Second annual 
networking event 
held at Boston 
waterfront#

18

I stand on the strong shoulders of 
the past leaders of the Massachusetts 
Bar Association who have blazed 
the remarkable trail before me to  
continue the association’s timeless 
mission.

The beauty and strength of the or-
ganization was and is not only in the 
depth and diversity of our member-
ship, but in the caliber and courage of 
our many inspirational leaders. 

What a tremendous difference a 
century makes. 

Following the tenure set by MBA’s 
inaugural President Richard Olney sig-
nature quote, “the most eminent lawyer 
may often fail to make himself felt,” the 
association embarked to improve the 
professionalism of the bar. The shift 

then began from a 
profession widely 
recognized for its 
corporate focus 
to what founding 
member Louis D. 
Brandeis exempli-

fied as the “people’s lawyer.”
Such a shift eased the way for Al-

fred Hemenway, “an unknown boy 
without any influence or even business 
acquaintance,” from a farm in Hop-
kinton to make an impressive mark in 
the Massachusetts bar and serve as the 
second president of the MBA.

The association set its early sights 
on improving the standard of bar ad-
mission, a necessity given the local 
effects following the American bar’s 
rapid growth from 60,000 lawyers in 
1880 to 114,000 at the turn of the 20th 
century. 

Embracing the diversity of the bar 
from its onset, the MBA openly wel-
comed legal professionals from all 
genders, races, ethnicities, religions 
and geographic residences. 

In 1913, the MBA proudly set a 
precedent by welcoming Mary A. Ma-
han of West Roxbury as its first 

Celebrating  
a century  
of service

PRESIDENT’S VIEW

DENISE SquIllaNTE

“The heritage of the past is 
the seed that brings forth the 
harvest of the future.”

— unknown, inscribed on the national  
Archives building in washington, D.C.

leave  
courtS 

few optionS
As the Trial Court Department consid-

ers drastic cost-cutting recommendations 
to move and consolidate more than a doz-
en courthouses statewide, concerns have 
been raised about the impact the changes 
would have.

A decision is expected this fall, and 
anxiety is rising.

The Trial Court is facing a $24.7 mil-
lion reduction from last year’s budget 
— and a $70.3 million drop from fiscal 
2009’s $605.1 million budget. The courts 
have lost more than 700 employees since 
October 2008, when an ongoing hiring 

freeze was enacted. Energy savings and 
lease renegotiations and cancellations 
have yielded millions. Despite all the cost-
cutting pain, court officials are still racing 
to offset their shrinking budget.

With few options, the court system’s 
hopes for liv-
ing within next 
year’s budget 
are now focused 
largely on con-
solidating court 
functions across 

a number of communities. Concerns about 
the potential impact on the system, as well 
as the people who rely on it, are still be-
ing weighed in response to the July 30 re-
lease of recommendations from the Trial 
Court Relocation Committee, which was 
charged with the unenviable task of 

By Bill archamBeault

Plans for consolidation, 
relocation raise concern

INSIDE
Map of relocation 
and consolidation 
recommendations
Page 7

cutS

longtime Mba 
champion  
to take helm

Denise Squillante is widely recog-
nized as one of the Massachusetts Bar 
Association’s most vocal ambassadors. A 
self-described “main street lawyer” from 
southeastern Massachusetts, Squillante 
has steadily worked through the volunteer 
ranks to now lead the MBA through its 
centennial-year celebration.

Squillante’s term as MBA president 
follows that of Valerie A. Yarashus and 
marks the first time in MBA history that 
a female succeeds another woman presi-
dent. It also marks only the second time 
that an attorney from Fall River assumes 
the presidency. The last to hail from that 
city was John W. Cummings in 1918.

In honor of its 100th anniversary, the 
“MBA will be celebrating a century of 
service to the public, the profession and 
the rule of law throughout its 2010-11 
association year,” said Squillante, who 
established a solo practice in Fall River 
nearly 30 years ago. Now a small firm, 
her practice specializes in family law, 
corporate law, injury and estates, and also 
provides business and legal consulting 
services to corporations. 

squillante to bring 
“main street lawyer” 
perspective to 
president’s office
By tricia m. oliVer

Photo by Jeff thiebauth

officer slate set to lead Mba through centennial year

Pictured from left to right: President Denise Squillante, President-elect Richard P. Campbell, Treasurer 
Robert L. Holloway Jr., Vice President Jeffrey N. Catalano, Secretary Marsha V. Kazarosian, general 
Counsel and acting executive Director Martin W. Healy and Vice President Douglas K. Sheff.

INSIDE
Learn about the MBa’s  

2010-11 officers.
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Offer  
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new  
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letter  
to the editor

I am writing to register my disap-
pointment over the hyperbolic and in-
appropriate headline for Jon Krakauer’s 
book about the death of Pat Tillman in 
the June 2010 Lawyers Journal, page 7. 
I hardly think that the Journal should 
descend to tabloid-style sensational-
ist headlines such as “Exposing the 
government and military lies about Pat 
Tillman’s death.”

The reviewer makes it clear that this 
book was designed to be provocative, 
and is convinced by the author’s thesis. 
However, the Journal should not act as 
judge regarding the situation and swal-
low the author’s proposition whole.

In short, the headline supported and 
promoted the author’s one-sided ac-
cusations against our own government. 
A more balanced headline should have 
been used, leaving it to the reader to de-
termine his or her own position regard-
ing the accusations. n

russell D. raskin, esq.
Raskin & Berman
Providence, Ri

woman member; and by doing so, was 
one of the first associations in America 
to welcome women members. 

Since then, we’ve had seven women 
aptly lead this fine association, with 
Alice Richmond serving as its first, in 
1986. My succession to president as the 
eighth female president marks the first 
time that the MBA’s office of the presi-
dent has been filled by two consecutive 
women.

I look forward to carrying on the tra-
dition of the association’s longstanding 
motto — “fiat justitia.” Fellow leaders 
hailing from all four corners of the state 
and specializing in the full spectrum of 
practice areas have kept true to this mot-
to first chosen in 1911 by Hollis Bailey, 
the outspoken secretary of the MBA’s 
Grievance Committee. 

I commend the likes of MBA Presi-
dent John W. Cummings (1918-19) for 
embracing the early concepts of legal 
aid and welcoming Reginald Heber 
Smith, author of Justice and the Poor 
and a national champion for a legal aid 
movement as a featured speaker at the 
1919 annual meeting. Smith explained 
that respect for legal institutions would 
increase “if we can get into the fact that 
the bar really champions and directs the 
legal aid work for poor persons in this 
country.” 

President Samuel P. Sears (1950-
53) began an important celebratory and 
awareness building tradition with insti-
tuting the “Good Citizenship Program” 
that ultimately led to “Massachusetts 
Heritage Month,” a noted precursor to 
the American Bar Association’s Law 
Day program. 

I also applaud President Livingston 

Hall for his whirlwind term (1963-64) 
that resulted in the establishment of a 
client services fund, the creation of the 
MBA’s philanthropic partner, the Mas-
sachusetts Bar Foundation, and the for-
mation of the MBA’s Young Lawyers 
Section, now a division of its own in the 
MBA.

And, I extend much gratitude to the 
collective efforts of a succession of lead-
ership in the 1960s and 70s that led to 
a necessary evolution of statewide con-
tinuing legal education.    

Likewise, the consistent efforts of 
Presidents Charles J. Kickham Jr. (1974-
75), Charles Y. Wadsworth (1975-76) 
and Paul R. Sugarman (1976-77) on 
judicial reform, and those of William 
Bernstein’s (1983-84) to improve court 
facilities, proved undoubtedly that the 
MBA continued to be an important in-
fluence in Massachusetts.

I marvel at President Paul Tambu-
rello’s (1966-68) vision to expand the 
MBA’s sole focus on our profession to 
a broader look at the law’s effect on so-
ciety as a whole. Tamburello’s findings 
related to Bridgewater State Hospital led 
to the 1974 passage of the Massachusetts 
Health Code and earned him the Ameri-
can Bar Association’s “Award of Merit.”

Tamburello’s innovation laid the 
groundwork for President Wayne Budd 
(1978-79), as the MBA’s youngest presi-
dent and its first African-American lead-
er, to continue to very visibly strengthen 
the MBA’s new policy of civic leader-
ship a decade later.

In 2010, we have a wealth of lessons 
and inspiration to draw from the last 10 
decades. I look forward to revisiting 
such inspiration in upcoming issues of 
Lawyers Journal throughout this asso-
ciation year. n

PRESIDENT’S mESSagE
Continued from page 1

BArchambeault@massbar.org
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$1000 Discount for Massachusetts Bar Association Members. 

420 River Street
Haverhill, MA
978-372-2552
bcoppola@smithmotorsales.com

Good on any 2010 or 2011 Mercedes-Benz vehicles.

Your Star Witness Has Arrived

legalnews

The Equal Justice Coalition ap-
pointed Samuel “Sandy” B. Moskow-
itz, a shareholder at Davis, Malm & 
D’Agostine PC, to a two-year term as 
its chair. 

He replaces outgoing chair Julia 
Huston, a partner at Foley Hoag LLP. 
He previously served as co-chair of 
EJC’s Private Bar Advisory Committee 
(PBAC), which is responsible for engag-
ing the private bar in EJC’s legislative 
work on behalf of civil legal aid.

“I am extremely proud of my ap-
pointment and honored to follow up on 
the successful work of Julia Huston,” 
said Moskowitz. “EJC is coming off a 
very successful year, where we were 

able to maintain level state funding for 
the civil legal aid line item. I look for-
ward to facing the challenges involved 
in securing continued legislative, bar 
and financial support for legal aid in the 
commonwealth during these difficult 
economic and budgetary times.”

The new PBAC co-chairs are Juan 
A. Concepcion, an associate at Nixon 
Peabody LLP, and Anthony M. Doniger, 
a partner at Sugarman, Rogers, Barshak 
& Cohen PC.

Concepcion has served as captain of 
Nixon Peabody’s Walk to the Hill team 
for the past eight years and is very active 
in his firm’s pro bono activities. Doniger 
is a member of the Boston Bar Founda-
tion’s Board of Trustees and the Massa-
chusetts Access to Justice Commission. 
He formerly served as president of the 

Boston Bar Association and chair of the 
Massachusetts IOLTA Committee.

“This is a fabulous trio and I am de-
lighted that Sandy, Tony and Juan will 
be leading our work for the next two 
years,” said Pattye Comfort, EJC’s di-
rector. “Each of them has a long-stand-
ing commitment to ensuring access to 
justice for low-income residents of the 
commonwealth. Their dedication and 
leadership will be a tremendous asset to 
all in the civil legal aid community.”

The Equal Justice Coalition, a col-
laboration of the Boston Bar Associa-
tion, Massachusetts Bar Association and 
Massachusetts Legal Assistance Corp., 
works to increase the state appropriation 
for MLAC’s line item funding. For more 
information, visit www.equaljusticeco-
alition.org. n

Samuel B. Moskowitz has been appointed the equal 
Justice Coalition chair for a two-year term.

Equal Justice Coalition appoints new chairman, leadership

 

MBA MEMBERS 
Join uS in wElcoMing 

2010–11 MBA President 
denise squillAnte

thursdAy, sePt. 16, 5:30 P.M.

OMni PArker hOuse, 60 schOOl st., BOstOn

And honoRing 
2010 MBA lEgiSlAtoR of thE YEAR, SEn. JoAn M. MEnARd (d—fAll RivER)

cocktAilS And hoRS d’oEuvRES
R.S.v.P. BY SEPt. 13 to glAndfoRd@MASSBAR.oRg oR (617) 338-0694
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lindsay Fellowship 
program honors 
college graduates

Judges in the U.S. District Court for 
Massachusetts recently honored five col-
lege students who graduated from the 
Judge Reginald C. Lindsay Fellowship, a 
new program for college students hoping 
to become lawyers. The event was held 
Aug. 4 at the John Joseph Moakley U.S. 
Courthouse in Boston.

Judges of the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Massachusetts provide 
training in research and writing skills, 
opportunities to shadow lawyers in the 
offices of the U.S. attorney or the federal 
defender and a moot court program.

Graduates of the 2010 Lindsay Fel-
lowship are: Kevin Copson, UMass 
Lowell, Class of 2012; Maria N. Robles, 
UMass Amherst, Class of 2012; Mavrick 
Afonso, Nelson and Lindsay Fellowships 
Coordinator; Aniesha Andrews, Regis 
College, Class of 2011; Ti Ton, Tufts 
University, Class of 2012; and Rafael 
Feliciano Cumbas, Northeastern Univer-
sity, Class of 2012.

Judges Richard Stearns, Patti Saris 

and Judith Dein run the program. U.S. 
District Court Chief Judge Mark L. Wolf 
offered the welcome at the graduation 
ceremony, which featured remarks from 
U.S. District Court Judges Patti B. Saris 
and Richard G. Stearns. Chief U.S. Mag-

istrate Judge Judith G. Dein presented 
certificates to the students.

The program is named after the Hon. 
Reginald Lindsay, who was a founding 
father of the Nelson Fellow Program. 
Lindsay, who died in 2009, was commit-
ted to mentoring young people from the 
Boston area. He was a partner at Hill & 

Barlow, the former commissioner of Pub-
lic Utilities and a graduate of Morehouse 
College and Harvard Law School. From 
1982-88, Lindsay was a member of the 
Massachusetts Commission on Judicial 
Conduct. He was appointed by President 
Bill Clinton to the U.S. District Court in 
November 1993. n

legalnews

news from the courts

state

appeals court 
appoints lima court 
administrator

Attorney Gilbert Lima Jr. has been 
appointed court administrator of the 
Massachusetts Appeals Court, Chief Jus-
tice Phillip Rapoza announced.

Lima, whose appointment is effective 
July 1, succeeds the recently retired Alex 
McNeil, the only other person to hold the 
position since the court was established 
in 1972.

A summa cum laude graduate of 
Framingham State College and a magna 
cum laude graduate of Western New Eng-
land College School of Law, Lima has 
worked in the Appeals Court clerk’s of-
fice for more than 20 years, the last 10 as 
first assistant clerk. Prior to that, he was 
an assistant district attorney, serving in 
Bristol County between 1983 and 1989. 
He is also a retired major in the Military 
Police of the U.S. Army Reserve. Lima 
was mobilized as a platoon leader and 
company executive officer in Operation 
Desert Storm and then led a military ob-
server controller team conducting train-
ing for units mobilized in support of an-
ti-terrorist activity. He lives in Rehoboth 
with his wife and three children.

Announcing the appointment, Rapo-
za said, “I am extremely pleased to ap-
point Gil Lima as court administrator of 
the Appeals Court. He has demonstrated 
both the knowledge and leadership skills 
necessary to assist me in administering 
the court and he has my complete confi-
dence in his new role. I look forward to 
working with him in the years to come.” 
Rapoza added that, with the appointment 
last year of Joseph Stanton as the new 
clerk of the Appeals Court, “I believe 
we have assembled an excellent man-
agement team to help guide the Appeals 
Court during these difficult times.”

Lima said, “I am deeply honored to 
have been appointed to be the court ad-
ministrator. I look forward to working 

with Chief Justice Rapoza and all of the 
justices, and also with my colleagues in 
the Appeals Court and throughout the 
Massachusetts court system.” n

sJc changes 
requirements for 
foreign law school 
graduates; adopts 
rules changes

The Supreme Judicial Court ap-
proved changes to the requirements for 
examination and admission for foreign 
law school graduates proposed by the 
Board of Bar Examiners on June 10. The 
changes can be found at www.mass.gov/
courts.

The SJC also approved changes to 
chapter three of the Rules of the Supreme 
Judicial Court on June 10. The changes 
address qualifications for taking bar ex-
amination and admission on motion. The 
changes can be found at www.mass.gov/
courts. n

u.S. District Court Judge Judith Dein with Lindsay 
Fellowship graduate Rafael Feliciano Cumbas.

Photos courtesy of the u.s. District court clerk’s office

graduates of the 2010 Lindsay Fellowship, from left to right: Kevin Copson, Maria Robles, Mavrick afonso 
(Nelson and Lindsay Fellowships coordinator), aniesha andrews, Ti Ton, and Rafael Feliciano Cumbas.

Photo by tina lafranchi,  
Massachusetts aPPeals court

attorney gilbert Lima Jr. has been appointed court 
administrator of the Massachusetts appeals Court, 
succeeding the recently retired alex McNeil.

don’t forget to check 
us out online at 

www.massbar.org

To review Massachusetts 
court guidelines and reports, 
go to www.mass.gov/courts.
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proposing which courts to consolidate. Hearings were 
held last month in Worcester, Boston, Brockton and 
Plymouth, all of which drew more than 100 people 
each; some were standing-room-only crowds.

Court officials and members of the committee de-
clined to comment about the recommendations, but 
the process is being watched closely by the legal com-
munity.

“We remain concerned about the plan’s impact on 
local communities and individuals’ access to court-
houses,” said MBA immediate Past President Valerie 
A. Yarashus, who explained that the only solution to 
ensure proper access to justice is adequate funding of 
the courts.

“In tough fiscal times, the courts always struggle to 
dispense justice with limited resources. Unfortunately, 
there are just not a lot of alternatives for maintaining 
the status quo,” said MBA General Counsel and Act-
ing Executive Director Martin W. Healy. “Consolida-
tions will make it difficult for attorneys and clients. It 
can have a real effect on people’s lives. Overall, our 
courts have done a great job in being sensitive to the 
needs of the public and balancing the limited resourc-
es at their disposal.”

Healy said the MBA was pleased that representa-
tives from the organized bar were involved in develop-
ing the recommendations.

“I don’t think there are many attractive options,” 
he said. “The courts are trying to be as sensitive as 
they possibly can. The courts don’t relish the position 
they’re in. It really seems like there’s been a system-
wide effort to face these difficult economic times.”

Daniel J. Hogan, the clerk-magistrate of Boston 
Municipal Court and president of the 400-member As-
sociation of Magistrates & Assistant Clerks, however, 
said courthouses should not be closed except as an ab-
solute last resort. Relocating courthouses will almost 
certainly not be a temporary solution, he said.

“You can call it whatever you want, but the tempo-
rary relocation of one courthouse to another is perma-
nent,” he said, mentioning as an example the decision 
to move Natick District Court in early October 2009 
to Framingham District Court. “Natick is not going 
back. It’s just not going to happen. When you move 
Natick District Court to Framingham, you’ve elimi-
nated it.”

At the public hearing in Boston, Gloucester Mayor 
Carolyn A. Kirk advocated to keep Gloucester District 
Court from moving to Salem. Her city already absorbs 
many of the costs of operating Gloucester District 
Court, which is located in a city-owned building, with 
roughly 60 years remaining on a 100-year lease. The 
court does not pay any rent; it does pay about $20,000, 
or one third, of the building’s $60,000 in annual util-
ity expenses. The lease agreement allows the city to 
charge the court as much as $10,000 a year for build-
ing repairs and maintenance, but has charged the court 
only about $20,000 total over the last 10 years.

In all, “the bottom line cost for the Gloucester Dis-
trict Court [is] about $42,000 per year to be located 
in Gloucester,” according to Kirk’s testimony at the 
hearing.

The Gloucester Police Department estimated, she 
said, that it would spend another $25,000 to $40,000 
a year in mileage and overtime costs to send its offi-
cers to other towns on court business. Illustrating how 
badly she wants to keep the court in Gloucester, Kirk 
offered to sweeten the current no-rent deal and “ham-
mer out a no-cost arrangement with the city in order to 
keep the court here.”

“The city of Gloucester would much rather pick up 
the cleaning, utility and prisoner food expense to keep 
the court in the city than to pay the police overtime 
associated with the court being out of the city,” she 
testified.

In addition to higher police expenses, cities and 
towns facing courthouse relocations can anticipate 
reductions in jobs and tax revenue from the loss of 
court-related business. And citizens appearing in court 
will have a harder time traveling to another town, es-
pecially if they don’t own a car.

“We just believe that the courthouse is the fabric of 
the community and that no courthouse should be con-
sidered for closure or consolidation until every other 
avenue has been exhausted,” said Hogan, the court 
magistrates and clerks association president. “People’s 
access to justice must be preserved at all costs.”

He acknowledged that the courts are in a difficult 
position, and have already absorbed significant pain 
through the loss of personnel. At Boston Municipal 
Court, Hogan said he is down from a full staff of 102 
people seven or eight years ago to just 48 now.

“The chief justice for administration and manage-
ment has tried to minimize the loss of personnel. He’s 
certainly trying hard,” Hogan said. “But the numbers 
are staggering. I’m not suggesting I need 102 people 
to run this place, because we’ve changed how we op-
erate. But I need more than I have now.”

Hogan, who hasn’t hired anyone in four years, 
said he probably needs at least 60 employees. And 
this year, in addition to the hiring freeze and the fur-
lough program, the Trial Courts announced it is of-
fering incentives for retirement, voluntary layoffs and 
work-hour reductions. Supreme Judicial Court Chief 
Justice Margaret H. Marshall warned in October 2009 
that “justice is in jeopardy” from under-funding, and 
the situation has only grown more dire.

“We can’t continue to do the people’s business at 
the current level” of staffing, Hogan said.

He was glad to see efforts to fill some of the vacant 
space in Boston, like moving the Land Court from 
leased space at 226 Causeway St. in Boston to the Suf-
folk County Courthouse in Pemberton Square, next to 
the John Adams Courthouse.

But he said that the building could still house con-
siderably more court functions. Specifically, he’d like 
to see the Trial Court Department move all of its offic-
es out of its leased space at the Center Plaza building, 
which is just steps from the John Adams Courthouse. 
He also suggested consolidating the Social Law Li-
brary in the Adams Courthouse and moving more 
Boston-area court operations into that space before 
shutting any community courthouses.

“Everyone has to give in,” Hogan said. “The finan-
cial situation is dire. We can’t go another year with a 
hiring freeze.” n

The Legend of French Lick
Celebrity Home

11.89 acre fenced and 
Gated Estate, 6100 plus 
sq. ft. multi level home, 
with lighted basketball 
and tennis courts, swim-
ming pool with cabana 
and much more.

Here is your opportunity to 
own a resort-style property with all 

the amenities previously owned 
by basketball legend Larry 

Bird. This is a one-of-a-kind 
property that would make 
an outstanding corporate, 
group or family retreat, a 
wonderful vacation home, 
a bed & breakfast opportu-

nity, or a very special private 
residence.

For more information  
and to view listings, visit:
www.brooksgalloway.com

For area location:
www.visitfrenchlickwestbaden.com

For a private showing contact

Brooks Galloway Real Estate
E. Brooks Galloway, Principal Broker

Office: 812-936-7301
Cell: 812-521-7301

8481 W. College St.,
French Lick, IN 47432

legalnews buDgEt cutS lEavE courtS fEw optIoNS

decision on consolidations expected this fall

Chief Justice for Administration & Management 
Robert A. Mulligan announced on July 22 that ef-
forts are underway to relocate the Land Court De-
partment of the Massachusetts Trial Court to the 
Suffolk County Courthouse at Pemberton Square. 
Relocation of the Land Court, which currently oc-
cupies private leased space at 226 Causeway St. in 
Boston, will realize annual savings exceeding $2.7 
million.

“The size of the Trial Court’s FY11 budget gap 
requires aggressive action on the Land Court lease, 
one of the largest leases in our portfolio,” said Mul-
ligan. “The move of an entire court department re-
flects the unprecedented actions necessary given our 
appropriation this year. We plan to relocate the court 
by the end of December to maximize available sav-
ings. The Legislature has provided the Trial Court 
with the authority to manage lease expenses in ad-
dressing the significant budget shortfall.”

Mulligan also commended those affected by the 
move. “I want to recognize the extraordinary coop-
eration of those who work in the Land Court, the Su-
perior Court and the Office of Community Correc-

tions to ensure that this relocation is accomplished 
smoothly and successfully,” he said.

“The entire Trial Court is under pressure to cut 
costs and deliver services,” said Land Court Chief 
Justice Karyn Scheier. “Wherever the Land Court is 
located, we will work hard to honor our long history 
and serve the real estate bar and the public at the 
highest level possible, given our resources.”

The Trial Court Relocation Committee included 
termination of the Land Court lease among its re-
cently announced preliminary recommendations, 
which were based on a review of all 103 courthouse 
facilities. The court will move into space in the Suf-
folk County High Rise Courthouse now occupied by 
several programs operated by the Office of Commu-
nity Corrections.

The Land Court also has been severely impacted 
by the surge in foreclosures generated by the fiscal 
crisis and by the hiring freeze, which puts the court 
below 50 percent of optimal staffing levels. The 
court, comprising seven judges with statewide juris-
diction, received more than 26,000 filings in fiscal 
2009. n

Land Court to move to state-owned  
building by end of December 2010

court relocations
Continued from page 1
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No One Can Hear 
You Scream.

the trial court relocation committee issued recommendations 
July 30 to relocate and consolidate courthouses statewide.  
a decision is expected in the 
fall to help the courts fall 
within their budget.

Court reloCation Committee reCommendations
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administrative offiCe  
of the trial Court

1. Continue to relocate departments to other 
facilities, including the John Adams 
Courthouse.

Berkshire County
2. Berkshire Juvenile Court in North 

Adams to Northern Berkshire  
District Court.

Bristol County
3. Series of changes to accommodate lease 

cancellation for SE Housing Court in New 
Bedford. (New Taunton courthouse opening 
in 2011 may allow better configuration of 
operations for several court departments in 
Bristol County).

essex County
4. Gloucester District Court to Salem  

District Court.

franklin/hampshire Counties
5. Discontinue lease for Northampton Superior 

Court ceremonial courtroom and storage space; 
Housing Court ancillary space.

hampden County
6. Discontinue lease for Appeals Court 

administrative office space in Springfield.

middlesex County
7. Framingham Juvenile Court to Marlborough 

District Court.
8. Marlborough District Court to Concord 

District Court and/or Ayer District Court.

norfolk County
9. Norfolk Superior Court Probation and Norfolk 

County Law Library to Registry of Deeds 
building.

10. Norfolk Juvenile Court in Dedham to Stoughton 
District Court.

11. Stoughton District Court business to Dedham 
District Court and Wrentham District Court.

plymouth County
12. Hingham District Court to Brockton  

District Court.
13. Wareham District Court to Plymouth  

District Court.

suffolk County
14. Charlestown Division of the 

Boston Municipal Court to the 
Edward W. Brooke Courthouse.

15. Use Charlestown courthouse 
for Superior Court civil cases and 
other needs.

16. Land Court Department to Suffolk County 
Courthouse / 3 Pemberton Square.

WorCester County
17. Leominster District Court business to Clinton 

District Court and/or Fitchburg District Court 
and/or Worcester District Court.

18. Westborough District Court to the Worcester 
District Court.
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If you’re one of the many young 
attorneys, with JD in hand and no job 
in sight, you might be thinking about 
opening your own law practice. Starting 
a law firm is easy — print some busi-
ness cards and you’re open for business. 
Running it successfully (and enjoyably) 
is hard. Jumping in without a plan is a 
recipe for failure. Law school taught 
you the theory of law, but to be success-
ful as the owner of a law firm, you also 
have to learn both the practice of law 
and the business of law.

the praCtiCe of laW 
The practice of law is something that 

law schools don’t prepare students well 
for. How do you file or caption a mo-
tion? How do you comply with Superior 
Court Rule 9A? How do you schedule 
a hearing date? Those are issues that 
come up in practice every day in addi-
tion to knowing the laws, rules and pro-
cedure of your chosen practice area. 

The traditional advice given to 
young lawyers is that you must first find 

a mentor. It’s good advice, but other law-
yers are busy, and young lawyers, who 
are typically not well-connected, may 
have difficulty finding a lawyer willing 
to spend the time mentoring them and 
answering all their questions.

Solosez (operated by the ABA) is an 
online listserv that works like commu-
nal mentorship. Instead of having one 
mentor, you can have thousands of men-
tors from across the country. You simply 

post a question to 
the Solosez listserv 
and, usually within 
the hour, you’ll get 
an answer or even 
forms for your par-
ticular question. 
Along those same 
lines, MASSFO-
RUM (operated 
by Massachusetts 

Lawyer’s Weekly) is a local Solosez just 
for Massachusetts lawyers. 

When you’re a young attorney, 
chances are you have a lot of free time. 
A good way to learn the practice of law 
and help other people at the same time 
is to do volunteer work. The Massachu-
setts Bar Association hosts a monthly 
Dial-A-Lawyer night where you can 
give free legal advice to callers, which 
in turn enhances your confidence in 
giving legal advice. Volunteer for Law-
yer of the Day at the probate courts if 
you’re a family attorney. The clerks 

will help and teach you while you’re 
also helping pro se litigants. Help with 
The Volunteer Lawyers Project and Se-
nior Partners for Justice to take on civil 
cases. They will give you administrative 
support, free training and free MCLE 
classes in return. For criminal practice, 
try getting on the CPCS (Committee for 
Public Counsel Services) list for crimi-
nal defense practice.

the Business of laW 
One thing that law schools do worse 

than teaching the practice of law is 
teaching the business of law. There 
are only a handful of law schools in 
the country that offer a course on law 
practice management, yet a majority of 
attorneys practice in solo or small firm 
settings. The business of law — how to 
run a law practice, manage employees 
and marketing — is just as important as 
knowing the practice of law. After all, if 
you don’t have clients, it doesn’t matter 
how great your legal skills are. 

Before hanging your shingle, first 
prepare a business plan. It doesn’t have 
to be formal. Just write down what re-
sources you have to fund your firm, the 
projected start-up costs, income sources, 
firm structure (LLC, PC, partnership, 
etc.) and location (shared suite, virtual 
office, home office, etc.)

The next step is to write down a 
marketing plan. What are the  

gaBRieL CHeoNg

For your PraCtiCe

gabriel Cheong owns infinity Law group LLC. For 
more information about how he started a practice 
straight from law school, visit infinitylawgroup.
com and startingoutsolo.com.

How a young lawyer can  
run a successful law firm
By gaBriel cheong, eSq.

You are, of course, in an inher-
ently depressing situation. If you 
are facing a period of suspen-
sion, you will not only experi-
ence an extended interruption in 

your source of income, but a disruption in 
your sense of professional identity. And you 
seem to be aware on some level that, while 
suspended, you will be prohibited from do-
ing work that overlaps with your current ca-
reer and professional training, and will also 
not be able to work in any capacity for a col-
league in the field. 

It sounds as if your image of yourself 
as socioeconomically successful, and par-
taking of life’s finer things, has been quite 
important to you. You of course deserve all 
due credit for your years of education and 
toil to build your practice. But these kinds 
of image-related motives also comprised the 
“tragic flaw” (related to the ancient Greek 
concept of hubris) that threatens to at least 
temporarily derail your career.

The episode of suspension, if it comes 
to that, may thus also be an opportunity to 
work on developing your sense of humility. 
It is a good time to step back and take a new 
and realistic look at yourself — your guiding 
values and drives, your strengths and weak-
nesses, your genuine passions and sources 
of fulfillment, as well as your blind spots, 
the value of your connections to others and 
of asking for their help when your own in-
stincts or skills are not sufficient.

Working at a hardware store is honest, 
respectable work, as are some of the other 
kinds of jobs suspended lawyers have found 
— driving a cab, plowing snow, working 
the desk at a hotel, substitute teaching in 
elementary schools. This would be a good 
time to learn more about budgeting, and to 
come to grips with longstanding childhood/
family issues that may have contributed to 
your current crisis (we’d be glad to refer you 
to a good therapist who takes your health in-
surance). We also want to be sure you know 
that we continue to offer an ongoing, twice-
monthly support group specifically for law-
yers facing BBO investigation/disciplinary 
measures.

While there’s no denying that you may 
face a very stressful chapter in your life, and 
quite likely some major downgrades to your 
lifestyle, ultimately, you may not only get 
past your depressed mood, but renew and 
reconfigure your life and expectations in a 
healthier, more gratified and more sustain-
able way. n

Questions quoted are either actual letters/e-mails 
or paraphrased and disguised concerns expressed by 
individuals seeking assistance from Lawyers Concerned 
for Lawyers.

Questions for LCL may be mailed to LCL, 31 Milk 
St., Suite 810, Boston, MA 02109; e-mailed to email@
lclma.org or called in to (617) 482-9600. LCL’s licensed 
clinicians will respond in confidence. Visit LCL online at 
www.lclma.org.

After 15 years in practice, it is very hard 
for me to tell you that I expect shortly to 
be subject to BBO discipline. My income 
sometimes does not keep pace with my 

lifestyle (I prefer an Audi to a Civic), and, in a 
quest for a quick injection of money into my bank 
account, I made what turned out to be a mistake 
— I took on a couple of cases that were beyond my 
sphere of experience but potentially lucrative. I 
consider myself a very capable, talented lawyer, 
and overestimated the extent to which my general 
knowledge and savvy would help me navigate 
unfamiliar territory.

Although no one suffered major harm, as you 
can guess, my errors in handling these cases led 
to complaints, and now, to likely disruption of my 
career. One thing that concerns me is that I still 
need money and, if I’m prevented from practicing 
my profession for a time, I don’t want to find 
myself making keys at Home Depot or having to 
move from my upscale condo to a rented room 
somewhere. Friends and family members are all 
saying that they’re too financially strapped to help 
me out. I know that there’s nothing wrong with me 
other than having made a foolish choice, but I’m 
actually feeling depressed. Can you help me out?

A.Q.

lawyErS coNcErNED for lawyErS 

Overambitious lawyer facing BBO discipline seeks help
For your PraCtiCe

law Practice  
management tiP: 

Protect data  
stored on mobile 
devices with a 
wiping program

According to one published 
survey, theft of off-line equip-
ment, such as laptops, PDAs and 
thumb drives, leads to as much as 
70 percent of data security breach-
es. PDAs are especially attractive 
targets for thieves because of their 
small size and value. If you use a 
PDA and find that you must store 
confidential data on it, consider 
protecting that data with a wiping 
program.

Wiping programs allow PDA 
owners to remotely wipe all data 
from a PDA in the event that the 
device is stolen or lost, and are 
often included in device security 
packages offered by service pro-
viders.

For example, for less than $50 
a year, BlackBerry users can sub-
scribe to SmrtGuard’s Data and 
Device Security package, which 
provides — among other security 
features — remote data wiping ca-
pabilities. Similar services, such 
as those offered through Absolute 
Software’s LoJack for Laptops, 
are also available for laptops.

Losing expensive equipment 
to theft is bad enough — prevent 
theft from leading to compromised 
data security by using a wiping 
program. n

This tip is courtesy of Techno ethics: Be Safe, 
Not Sorry!

#
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Squillante obtained her bachelor’s 
degree from Roger Williams University 
in 1980. She went on to earn her law de-
gree from the New England School of 
Law (now New England Law/Boston) in 
1983, magna cum laude.

In tandem with building a successful 
family law practice over the last three 
decades, Squillante’s involvement and 
impact in the MBA has grown exponen-
tially. 

Long active in the MBA’s Family 
Law Section Council and its commit-
tees, Squillante has lent her energy to the 
MBA’s Presidential Task Force on Ter-
rorism, the Amicus Committee and the 
Joint Bar Committee. A former recipient 
of the MBA’s Pro Bono Publico Award, 

Squillante is a longtime member of the 
MBA’s House of Delegates and a Massa-
chusetts Bar Foundation Life Fellow. 

“If it wasn’t for the MBA, I highly 
doubt I’d be an attorney today,” admits 
Squillante, who explains that even early 
on, the MBA provided the necessary life-
lines she needed as a young, solo practi-
tioner. Because she found solo practice 
to be isolating and only a few women 
practitioners hung their own shingles in 
southeastern Massachusetts in the early 
1980s, the MBA afforded access to the 
necessary educational offerings and in-
valuable networking and relationship 
building that she needed to succeed.

Her perspective was one of the lead-
ing influences in the MBA establishing 
its General Practice, Solo & Small Firm 
Section in 2007. 

Squillante was also instrumental 

The Massachusetts Bar Association’s 
slate of officers for the 2010-11 term has 
officially been set. Denise Squillante, 
the 2009-10 president-elect, automati-
cally succeeds to the office of president 
on Sept. 1.

In honor of its 100th anniversary, the 
MBA will be celebrating a century of 
service to the public, the profession and 
the rule of law throughout its 2010-11 
association year.

Here is a list of the officers and some 
of their achievements:

riChard p. CampBell, 
president-eleCt

Campbell is the founder and chair-
man of Campbell, Campbell, Edwards 
& Conroy PC, which specializes in tri-
al practice, with offices in Boston and 
Philadelphia. He represents Fortune 

100 corporations 
and individuals in 
multi-district litiga-
tion, class actions, 
aviation disasters, 
mass tort, toxic 
tort, product liabil-
ity, commercial dis-
putes and other seri-
ous personal injury 
matters. In addition, 
Campbell organizes 

and leads his firm’s pro bono project, ed-
ucating parents, students and school ad-
ministrators about civil and criminal so-
cial host liability laws. He has served on 
the MBA’s House of Delegates for more 
than six years, the Criminal Justice Sec-
tion Council for four years, and currently 
serves as a trustee for the Massachusetts 
Bar Foundation. Campbell is a Fellow of 
the American College of Trial Lawyers 
and a past chair of the 34,000-member 
Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Sec-
tion of the American Bar Association. 
He also served for seven years as the 

chair of the board of overseers for Bos-
ton College Law School. Campbell was 
honored by Boston College Law School 
with its highest award for dedication 
to the law — the Founder’s Medal. He 
was also the 2009 recipient of the ABA 
Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section 
Andrew C. Hecker Memorial Award, in 
recognition for his leadership, outreach, 
enthusiasm, professionalism and pride. 
Campbell lives in Cohasset.

douglas k. sheff,  
viCe president

Sheff is senior partner at Sheff Law 
Offices in Boston, where he specializes 
in all aspects of personal injury law and 
is considered an expert in brain injury 

law. A past presi-
dent of the Massa-
chusetts Academy 
of Trial Attorneys, 
he has been ap-
pointed trustee of 
the National Col-
lege of Advocacy, 
which provides 
superior education 
and training for trial 

lawyers across the United States. Sheff 
is also a director of the Belli Society, 
an international group of distinguished 
trial attorneys, and he has been awarded 
the ORT Award for integrity in the law. 
A seven-time recipient of the American 
Association for Justice’s prestigious 
Wiedemann-Wysocki Award, he serves 
on the AAJ’s Board of Governors, its 
Leaders Forum and its Traumatic Brain 
Injury Litigation Group. In addition, 
Sheff has been awarded the AAJ’s New 
Generation Award and is a past chair of 
the AAJ’s 100 State Delegates. He also 
served as chair to the AAJ’s Council of 
Presidents, representing 50,000 attorneys 
nationwide. A Boston magazine “Super 
Lawyer,” Sheff has also been recognized  
in Lifesavers for preventing injury 
through aggressive representation of 
victims of defective products. He resides 
in Boston.

Jeffrey n. Catalano,  
viCe president

Catalano is a partner at Todd & Weld 
LLP in Boston, where he specializes 
in representing victims of catastrophic 
injuries in the areas of medical negli-

gence, product liability, auto accident, 
class action and other personal injury 
cases. A chair of the MBA’s Volunteer, 
Recognition, Recruitment & Retention 

Task Force and a 
member of its Ex-
ecutive Manage-
ment Board, he is 
a past chair of the 
MBA’s Civil Litiga-
tion Section and has 
served on the MBA’s 
governing board, 
the House of Del-
egates, since 2006. 
A Massachusetts 

Bar Foundation Fellow, Catalano is also 
a member of the executive committee 
for the Massachusetts Academy of Trial 
Attorneys. He is also on the board of di-
rectors for the non-profit law firm Health 
Law Advocates Inc., where his pro bono 
work includes patient advocacy and rep-
resenting chronically ill and impover-
ished people who are denied access to 
health care services. In 2009, Catalano 
received a “Hero from the Field” award 
for his efforts in improving health care 
quality and patient rights. He was select-
ed as a New England “Super Lawyer” 
in 2009 and a “Rising Star” by Boston 
magazine in 2005. Catalano lives in 
West Roxbury.

roBert l. holloWay Jr., 
treasurer

Holloway is a shareholder and presi-
dent of MacLean, Holloway, Doherty, 
Ardiff & Morse PC in Peabody. He is a 
long-term member of the MBA’s Ethics 

Committee, a mem-
ber and past chair 
of the MBA’s Civil 
Litigation Section 
Council and a for-
mer regional del-
egate to the MBA 
House of Delegates. 
Holloway received 
the MBA’s Commu-
nity Service Award 
in 1993 and served 

on the Joint Bar Committee on Judicial 
Nominations for six years. In August 
2009, he began a three-year appointment 
to the Supreme Judicial Court’s Stand-
ing Committee on Pro Bono Legal Ser-
vices, and is a regular panelist for con-

tinuing legal education programs. An 
emeritus member of the Board of Edi-
tors of Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly, 
Holloway has served on that board since 
1981. Recognized by Boston magazine 
as a “Super Lawyer” in the area of busi-
ness litigation, he is also a past presi-
dent of the Essex County Bar Associa-
tion. A Topsfield resident, Holloway has 
served as a member of the town’s board 
of health and as an elected representa-
tive to the Masconomet Regional School 
Committee from 1990 to 1999. In addi-
tion, he was a founding member of Hos-
pice of the North Shore and served for 
many years as a corporator of Beverly  
Hospital.

marsha v. kazarosian, 
seCretary

Kazarosian is managing partner of 
Kazarosian Law Offices in Haverhill, 
where she concentrates in civil litigation, 
family law and discrimination. Long 
active in bar associations, she is a past 
president of the Essex County Bar Asso-

ciation and the Mas-
sachusetts Academy 
of Trial Attorneys. 
A co-chair of the 
MBA’s Education 
Committee and an 
MBA vice president 
from 2008 to 2009, 
Kazarosian has also 
served on the MBA’s 
Executive Manage-
ment Board, House 

of Delegates, Joint Bar Committee 
on Judicial Nominations, Nominating 
Committee and Gala Dinner Committee. 
In addition, she is a life Fellow of the 
Massachusetts Bar Foundation. An ac-
complished trial lawyer, Kazarosian was 
named one of the top 10 lawyers in the 
state in 1999 by Massachusetts Lawyers 
Weekly after successfully suing the Hav-
erhill Golf and Country Club for gen-
der discrimination. Kazarosian served 
a two-year term as one of 25 lawyers 
in the commonwealth appointed to the 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court’s 
Pro Bono Panel, and a six-year term as 
a Hearings Committee officer for the 
Massachusetts Board of Bar Overseers. 
She hosts an Internet radio program on 
Legal Talk Network. Kazarosian lives in 
Haverhill. n

DougLaS K. SHeFF

RoBeRT L. 
HoLLoWaY JR.

MaRSHa V. 
KazaRoSiaN

Profile: DENISE SquIllaNtEbar news

Massachusetts Bar Association announces officers for 2010-11

#

 

president’s gavel passes to revered, dedicated member
SquIllaNTE
Continued from page 1

RiCHaRD P. 
CaMPBeLL

JeFFReY N. 
CaTaLaNo

For all your  
advertising needs  

contact Mark Schultz. 

(617) 896-5323  
mschultz@thewarrengroup.com

Photo by kelsey saDoff

From left to right: Squillante, gov. Deval Patrick’s Chief Legal Counsel Mo Cowan, MBa immediate Past 
President Valerie a. Yarashus, and MBa acting executive Director and general Counsel Martin W. Healy at the 
2009 Boston Holiday Party.
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in establishing the MBA’s Lawyers in 
Transition Committee a few years ago.

“Denise is extremely sensitive to 
those transitioning in and out of practice 
and to those juggling busy professional 
and personal lives,” said the Hon. Mark 
Mason, District Court judge and MBA 
past president (2006-07), who first came 
to know Squillante during her inaugural 
year on the MBA’s House of Delegates 
in 2001.

The MBA LIT committee aims to 
assist attorneys who are in the midst of 
career transitions, particularly attorneys 
who are new to practice, seeking to re-
enter the paid workforce, switch practice 
areas or pursue alternative careers alto-
gether. It provides attorneys with practi-
cal information, resources, networking 
opportunities and support necessary to 
help them identify creative, practical 
ways to pursue their professional goals.

“Denise is the model for practitioners 
who are successful in their personal and 
professional lives,” adds Mason.

A master at wearing multiple hats, 
Squillante credits her support network. 

“I am blessed with a wonderful staff 
who works daily to keep me moving 
along with where I need to be. More 
importantly, I am blessed with a terrific 
daughter who keeps me anchored,” said 
Squillante, who raised her daughter, Lau-
ra, as a single parent.

Laura will soon enter her junior year 
at Johnson & Wales University pursu-
ing a degree in graphic design and new 
media. Squillante recalls the delicate bal-
ance between career and family when 
her daughter was growing up. She would 
ensure her work schedule was conducive 
to the school calendar and she worked 
mostly out of her home, keeping her Fri-
day schedule light so she could take her 
daughter to dance lessons.

Aside from her steady efforts with 
LIT, alimony reform has been a priori-
tized focus for Squillante. She has been 
at the table with many influential groups 
studying and lobbying for reform. Cur-
rently, she is a member of the legislative 
task force formed by the Joint Commit-
tee on the Judiciary. She also served as 
the co-chair of the Joint MBA/Boston 
Bar Association Alimony Task Force and 
has testified in front of the Legislature on 
this important topic over the years.

Among the many reasons that Squil-
lante finds her bar work fulfilling, legis-
lative work tops the list. 

“Over the last 10 years, Denise has 
aptly testified before the Legislature on 
the majority of family law bills on which 
the MBA has taken a position,” said Mar-
tin W. Healy, MBA general counsel and 
acting executive director. 

As president, she looks forward to 

working with Healy and Legislative Ac-
tivities Manager Lee Ann Constantine on 
the MBA’s upcoming legislative agenda, 
which will most likely include court 
funding, criminal sentencing, a host of 
probate issues and alimony reform. 

“I intend to lead the bar association to 
continue to meet the needs of our mem-
bers while we continue to be a vibrant 
force on these key issues,” said Squil-
lante, a strong proponent of bench-bar 
collaboration and legislative advocacy. 

A member of the Probate Court Mod-
ification Task Force, Squillante took part 
in the Supreme Judicial Court Steering 
Committee for Self-Represented Liti-
gants Advisory Group and was a mem-
ber of the Probate Court Scheduling Task 
Force. She also represented the MBA on 
the Equality Commission — a collab-
orative effort of the MBA, BBA and the 
Women’s Bar Association.

“Denise is a tremendously commit-
ted, hard worker,” said the Hon. Paula 
M. Carey, chief justice of the Probate 
and Family Court, who first worked 
with Squillante on the MBA’s Family 

Law Section Council in 2000. “She has 
a true commitment to the citizens of the 
commonwealth and the rule of law,” said 
Carey. 

Back at home, Squillante’s commit-
ment to service extends beyond the law. 
She was recently awarded the John S. 
Brayton Jr. Memorial Community Ser-
vice Award by the Fall River Chamber of 
Commerce for her steadfast efforts to ad-

dress domestic violence. A former mem-
ber of the board of directors for the Katie 
Brown Educational Program, YMCA-
Fall River, and Domestic Violence Task 
Force, Squillante is also a former visiting 
lecturer at Bridgewater State College and 
Bristol Community College.

In addition to Squillante’s volunteer-
ism on women’s issues, she sees herself 
as having a natural obligation to mentor 
women. 

“One of the saddest things to me is 
when women think they cannot manage 
a career and family,” said Squillante, a 
testament that they can. 

“Professional women, whatever their 
field, should mentor and help other wom-
en along in their careers,” she said.

One of Squillante’s mentees, Brigid 
Mitchell, worked at Squillante’s firm 
throughout law school and became an 
associate following her bar admission 
last year. Mitchell is now involved in 
the MBA’s Young Lawyers Division and 
Membership Committee thanks to Squil-
lante’s encouragement.

“I have always looked up to and ad-
mired Denise, not only because I had as-
pirations to become a lawyer at a young 
age, but also because Denise is a true, 
self-made success story and a role model 
for all women,” said Mitchell, who ex-
plains that Squillante has never let her 
forget that “a lawyer cannot be a suc-
cessful advocate without recognizing the 
altruistic dimension of the practice.”

Squillante explains that heartfelt 
notes and other gestures of appreciation 
from her clients are important reminders 
that she has made a difference in their 
lives and that she has chosen the right 
career path. 

Throughout Squillante’s fulfilling 
career, MBA and other bar involvement 
remained a high priority. 

A former president of the Fall River 
Bar Association, Squillante sits on the ex-
ecutive board for the Bristol County Bar 
Association and will become president 
of the New England Bar Association in 
October. She proudly points out that all 
four of the presidents for the MBA, Fall 
River, Taunton and Bristol County Bar  
associations are women during Squil-
lante’s term. 

“This is a sign of how involved wom-
en are in bar association work at this 
time,” said Squillante, who explains that 
the Fall River Bar’s Marita Durkin Gray 
and Bristol County Bar’s Nancy Stanton 
also started their careers as solo practi-
tioners. 

Squillante recently returned from 
the American Bar Association’s annual 
meeting on the West Coast. She serves as 
an MBA delegate to the ABA’s House of 
Delegates. Her work with national col-
leagues allows her a better view of trends 
in the profession. “It provides a bit of a 
weather forecast,” said Squillante, who is 
not shy about bringing back to the MBA 
what she learns at the national level.

“This has been a fun journey,” Squil-
lante said of her work leading up to her 
presidency, which officially kicks off 
the MBA’s centennial celebration on  
Sept. 1. 

“I know of no one who is more dedi-
cated to the MBA than Denise Squil-
lante,” said Mason. “She has always 
been committed to expanding the reach 
of the MBA — we could not be in better 
hands.” 

Alongside Squillante, the other 2010-
11 MBA officers are: Richard P. Camp-
bell, president-elect, Boston; Douglas K. 
Sheff, vice president, Boston; Jeffrey N. 
Catalano, vice president, Boston; Rob-
ert L. Holloway Jr., treasurer, Peabody; 
and Marsha V. Kazarosian, secretary,  
Haverhill. n

Photo by chuck chaney

Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr., who was a u.S. 
senator at the time, with Squillante at the 2006 
annual Conference.

Photo by chuck chaney

Squillante and Supreme Judicial Court Chief Justice 
Margaret H. Marshall at the MBa’s 2006 annual 
Conference.

Photo by Jeff thiebauth

Squillante, right, and her daughter, Laura.

Squillante and 
Brigid Mitchell, 
who started 
working at 
Squillante’s firm 
when she was 
a law student. 
Mitchell is now 
an associate.

Photo by  
Jeff thiebauth

Photo courtesy of aba

From left to right: Boston Bar association President Don Federico, american Bar association Board of governors 
Member Lauren Stiller Rikleen, BBa immediate Past President Jack Regan, Sen. Scott Brown (R-Massachusetts) 
and MBa President Denise Squillante at the april 22, 2010 aBa Day in Washington, D.C.
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The Massachusetts Bar Association, which 
was formed in 1910 and incorporated in 1911, 
celebrates its centennial anniversary with a num-
ber of events this year. As part of that observance, 
Lawyers Journal and e-Journal will highlight past 
presidents, interesting MBA trivia and list upcom-
ing centennial events. Material from Fiat Justitia, 
A History of the Massachusetts Bar Association 
1910-1985, by Robert J. Brink, was used for this 
story. Compiled by Megan Griffith and Bill Ar-
chambeault.

mBa Created during  
diffiCult times for  
the legal profession

The Massachusetts Bar Asso-
ciation was formed in 1910, and 
incorporated in 1911, amid a time 
of “genuine turmoil for the na-
tion’s legal profession,” accord-
ing to Fiat Justitia author Rob-
ert J. Brink, director of the Su-
preme Judicial Court’s Histori-
cal Society and the Social Law  
Library.

Among the association’s 
original 619 members were 
such legal luminaries as Louis 
D. Brandeis and Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes Jr., who both 
went on to serve on the Su-
preme Court, and Moorfield 

Storey, an American Bar Association president 
and the first president of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People. Brandeis 
chastised the profession in 1905, “We hear too 
much of the ‘corporation lawyer’ and far too little 
of the ‘people’s lawyer.’”

There was also a crisis of faith in the standards 
for, and perception of, the legal profession. The 
Legislature in 1876 had eliminated the “traditional 
provision” that required three years of law office 
apprenticeship,” and regional bar associations  
like the Franklin County Bar and the Essex Bar as-
sociation had disbanded in previous decades.

The MBA was also formed with a strong 
concern about including a diverse member-
ship. The American Bar Association, which 
was established in 1878, had excluded  
black lawyers.

Storey, who served as president of the 
MBA from 1913-14, noted that “It is a mon-
strous thing that we should undertake to 
draw a color line in the [American] Bar  
Association.”

Women also found themselves less than wel-
come in the legal pro-
fession. In 1881, the 
Supreme Judicial Court 
ruled in Lelia J. Robin-
son’s Case, that an un-
married woman was not 
entitled to be examined 
for admission to the bar.

The MBA, which 
is credited with being 
one of the first bar as-
sociations to welcome 
women, admitted its first 
woman member, Mary 

A. Mahan of West Roxbury, in 1913.
Brandeis, who came to be labeled as “the 

people’s lawyer” and “a Robin Hood of the law,” 
fought against large corporate interest. He ad-
vanced the “right to privacy” concept in an 1890 
Harvard Law Review article he co-authored. And 
his nomination to the Supreme Court in 1916 was 
so controversial that it led to public hearings in the 
U.S. Senate.

Holmes, who also served as chief justice on 
the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court, is one 
of the most frequently cited Supreme Court jus-
tices; he became famous for his frequent dissents 
and use of phrases like “clear and present danger,” 
in regards to government control of free speech 
during war. He was an influential supporter of the 
concepts of “legal realism” and “common law.”

as first mBa president,  
olney foCused on  
improving profession 

Richard Olney stepped forward as the first 
president of the Massachusetts Bar Asso-
ciation at a time of growing commer-
cialism in the legal field. A graduate 
of Brown University and Harvard 
Law, he expressed concern at the 
worsening reputation of lawyers in 
the United States as their numbers 
swelled. These problems led Olney 
to open the MBA’s first meeting in 
1910 by encouraging members to 
help police the profession, reform 
the law and improve the bar’s rep-
utation.

At the MBA’s first annual 
meeting, in 1910, Olney  

argued that a strong state bar association was “im-
peratively required” to help combat falling stan-
dards in the profession.

Olney came into the legal profession through 
his father-in-law’s Boston practice, and his strong 
legal reputation earned him a seat in the Massa-
chusetts House of Representatives. President 
Grover Cleveland later appointed him as U.S. at-
torney general and then as U.S. secretary of state. 
Olney utilized these positions to take on important 
legal questions facing the nation in the last years 
of the 19th century.

As attorney general, Olney set the precedent 
for “government by injunction,” so district attor-
neys could prevent strikers from committing acts 
of violence. Then, as secretary of state, he took 
a strong position on the Monroe Doctrine and its 
place in international law during a territory dispute 
between the United Kingdom and Venezuela.

After Cleveland’s term, Ol-
ney returned to private practice in 
the Boston area, where he worked 
with other lawyers to found the 
MBA. He later turned down op-
portunities to run for president, to 
become U.S. ambassador to Great 
Britain, and to join the Federal Re-
serve Board as its governor, citing 
old age. Olney’s influence, public 
service and dedication to legal 
ethical standards set an example  
for other members and future lead-

ers of the MBA. n

the mBa turns 100 
Historical nuggets from the Massachusetts Bar 
Association’s 100-year-old history as told in Fiat 

Justitia, A History of the Massachusetts 
Bar Association 1910-1985, by Robert J. 
Brink. Compiled by Megan Griffith and Bill 
Archambeault. 

Before the Massachusetts Bar Association •	
was started in 1910, an attempt at forming a state 
bar association failed in 1849. The Massachusetts 
Bar Association held its first organizational meeting 
on Dec. 22, 1909 at the Hotel Somerset in Boston.

For the MBA’s third annual meeting,•	   
a group of 50 members symbolically recognized the 
association’s statewide membership by traveling from 
Boston by “special train.” 

The group was joined in Worcester, and was finally 
met in Springfield by a delegation of the Hampden 
County Bar. President Charles W. Clifford announced 
that this “annual meeting in this beautiful and busy 
city … emphasizes the fact that it is a state and not a 

local organization.”

Within five years of its formation, 33 of the MBA’s 55 
members practiced law outside of Boston.

The MBA, which is credited with being one of •	
the first bar associations to welcome women, 
admitted its first woman member, Mary A. Mahan 
of West Roxbury, in 1913.

The legal profession was not an easy one for women at 
the time. The Supreme Judicial Court ruled in Lelia J. 
Robinson’s Case, in 1880, that an unmarried woman was 
not entitled to be examined for admission to the bar. That 
restriction was removed in 1882.

Portia Law School, which catered exclusively to 
teaching women, opened in 1908, but gains for women 
in the profession were slow to follow. By 1920, there were 
47 women lawyers out of 4,850 total in Massachusetts.
When the MBA was founded, judges in the •	
commonwealth were not required to be lawyers. 
Considering the faultiness of the bench to be detrimental 
to justice, the MBA established a standing Committee 
of Judicial Appointments in 1910 and lobbied against 
an elective judiciary in order to maintain a high bench 
standard. n

Richard olney

Moorfield Storey

Louis D. Brandeis
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Never agaiN will a lawyer 
have to say there was 
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l aw yer assistance

 Your law  
practice advisor.
Assisting Massachusetts attorneys 
in establishing and institutionalizing 
professional office practices and 
procedures to increase their ability 
to deliver high-quality legal services, 
strengthen client relationships, and 
enhance their quality of life.

Rodney S. Dowell, Esq. 
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Make the most 

of your MBA 

benefits in 2010
The Massachusetts Bar Association is 

working hard to provide benefits that will 

help you every day in the practice of law. 

The legal profession is being changed dra-

matically by technology, and we are com-

mitted to making the most of the high tech 

benefits that can provide real value to you.

My challenge to you, as we begin 2010, 

is to take us up on this. Trying something 

new takes energy, and so this is the perfect 

By Tric ia M . Oliver

The 2009–10 Massachusetts Bar Association House of Dele-

gates met for the second meeting of the association year on 

Thursday, Nov. 19 at the Mass Mutual Center in Springfield. The 

full agenda indicated a busy start to the association year, as of-

ficers and section leadership brought forth a collection of timely 

and relevant proposals for the House to consider.

cOMMiTTee, Task fOrce prOgress repOrT

After calling the meeting to order, MBA President Valerie A. 

Yarashus provided her report. She informed the group that she 

received word from Gov. Deval Patrick’s office that the closing 

of the Bridgewater Treatment Center was put off indefinitely. 

The MBA first corresponded with the governor’s office on this 

issue in October with a letter in support of keeping the facility 

open.

www.MassBar.Org 

vOluMe 17 | NuMBer 4 | JaNuary 2010

presiDeNT’s view

valerie a. yarashus
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See page 2 for a complete liSting of thiS iSSue’S contentS.

MBa hOliDay parTy

MBA 
members and 

friends meet 
at the MBA 
to network, 
socialize.  

#  14

MBa aNNual cONfereNce

MBA brings 
the confer-
ence’s many 
components 
back to one 
spring event. 

#  3

Volunteer spotlight

Dorothy 
Varon devotes 

countless 
hours to pro 
bono housing 

program.  

#  11

By kel se y saDOff

S
itting on a desk in Ben T. Clements’ new law office, next to 

a framed drawing from his little girl of the two of them 

playing hockey, is an inscribed photo from Gov. Deval Pat-

rick. “To my favorite lawyer,” is scrawled across the bottom of 

the photo, which features three smiling attorneys: Clements, Pat-

rick and Michael J. Pineault, who was the governor’s deputy 

chief legal counsel.

“I have been lucky in my career,” said Clements, who in No-

vember left his position as chief legal counsel to Patrick and 

launched his own firm, Clements & Pineault LLP, with 

Pineault.
Clements, who Patrick calls “the father of ethics reform” in 

Massachusetts, is jumping back into private legal practice after 

serving three years as the executive branch’s top lawyer.

“I have held a series of challenging and rewarding positions in 

the public and private sector and I have really enjoyed moving 

from one to the other and the ability to serve in both worlds,” he 

said.
A graduate of Dartmouth College, cum laude, and Cornell 

Law School, summa cum laude, Clements began his legal career 

with summer associate jobs in New York and Washington, D.C., 

before serving as a law clerk for the chief judge of the U.S. Court 

Ben T. Clements: A Massachusetts attorney’s 

experience in political policy and private law

Photo by Merrill Shea

Ben T. Clements spent three years working at the Massachusetts Statehouse as Gov. Deval 

Patrick’s chief legal counsel, including shepherding through ethics reform legislation. He re-

cently returned to private practice.
By Bill  archa MBeaulT

The Massachusetts Bar Association has 

created a task force to put a human face on 

the impact that drastic budget cuts are hav-

ing on the courts.

The Crisis in Court Funding Task Force 

will compile stories of hardship among 

public users of the court system and will 

present a report to the House of Delegates 

meeting in March. If endorsed, the report 

will support calls for the Legislature to ad-

equately fund the state court system, which 

was cut from an initial fiscal 2009 budget 

#

 3

#

 4

MBA launches task 

force to address crisis 

in court funding

Criminal legislation, REBA appeal case, medical 

marijuana top November HOD meeting agenda
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The founder of the new Athena Le-
gal Strategies Group, Kimberly Y. Jones 
wants to help businesses pursue a stra-
tegic framework of goals while keeping 
legal compliance in mind.

“I was encouraged by members of 
the business and law communities,” said 
Jones, who also cited the support of ex-
isting clients who stayed with her. “They 
told me, ‘Go for it; do it; and we’re here 
to support you.’”

As a proud member of that sup-
portive Boston legal community, Jones 
donates much of her own time to sup-
porting others. In recent years, she has 
served on Governor Deval Patrick’s anti-
discrimination advisory board, promoted 
continuing legal education and worked 
on the board of editors for the Boston 
Bar Journal.

But most of all, her volunteer efforts 
with the MBA’s Tiered Community Men-
toring Program have made Jones shine 
— and earned her the MBA Public Ser-
vice Award on June 16. MBA President 
Valerie A. Yarashus commended Jones as 
a “phenomenal mentor to the next gen-
eration of legal professionals.”

Jones joined the mentoring program 

at the request of Norfolk Probate & Fam-
ily Court Judge Angela Ordoñez, who 
wanted to take a different approach from 
the traditional one-on-one mentoring she 
had seen elsewhere in the legal commu-
nity.

“Judge Ordoñez brought up a new 
model, which took the idea of joining 

one attorney men-
tor with students in 
law school, college 
and high school,” 
explained Jones. “I 
told her, ‘You have 
your core group of 
people right here.’”

Though Jones 
became a mentor 
to be a resource to 

young people who have decided on a le-
gal career, she quickly saw that the men-
tees found other benefits from the group 
as well.

“It became an opportunity for the 
participants to meet and learn from each 
other,” Jones explained. “I facilitated 
the conversation and let them use their 
critical thinking and analytical processes 
with one another.”

These leadership skills have also 
gained attention from her peers in other 
arenas. Marc D’Antonio, senior program 
manager at the MBA, praises Jones’ 
work as the co-chair of the MBA’s Civil 
Litigation Section.

“She gives people a lot of freedom 
to do their own thing, while still leading 
toward the group’s purpose.” He added, 
“Kimberly’s a good lawyer — and a re-
ally good person.”

D’Antonio also lauded her ability to 
balance volunteer efforts with her many 
other commitments.

Jones manages to dedicate so much 
time to service using time management 
“and a healthy dose of fun along the way.” 
Her recent appointment to the board of 
directors of the Boston Youth Symphony 
Orchestras allows the classically trained 
pianist to devote time to interests outside 
the legal community as well. Jones ex-
plained that most of all, she wants to give 
back to those who have helped her.

“Along the journey, no one does it 
alone. I have had people offer assistance, 
guidance, introductions, resources. And 
all of those people — known or unknown, 
named or unnamed — have contributed 
to my success.”

The Albany Law School alumna tries 
to instill the same thoughts in her ment-
ees. When she gave the keynote speech 
at the regional Girl Scouts “Girl-to-Girl” 

Conference at Simmons University, Jones 
brought her mentees along “to demon-
strate that being a good lawyer extends 
beyond the courtroom.”

Jones wants to encourage prospective 
lawyers to recognize the support that at-
torneys and other connections can yield. 
She offered three key suggestions for as-
piring lawyers.

“Own your excellence. Embrace suc-
cess. Surround yourself with people who 
want the best for you and will work to 
make sure the best comes to you.” n

www.MassBarInsurance.org
Boston (617) 338-0581 • Springfield (413) 788-7878

E-mail :  Insurance@MassBar.org

With claims against practitioners on the rise, rest assured with  
a customized and competitive malpractice insurance policy. 

MBA Insurance offers one of the broadest malpractice coverages 
in Massachusetts.

MBIA prices and policies are tailored to meet your specific 
needs without compromising the appropriate levels of coverage 
and protection. 

Contact us for quality insurance products and unparalleled 
customer service.

Designed for Lawyers
by Lawyers

bar news

volunteer Spotlight

By megan griffith

Having benefited from 
support herself, Jones 
now helps others

KiMBeRLY Y. JoNeS

Upcoming 
volUnteer 
opportUnities:
monthly Dial-a-lawyer

Wednesday, sept. 1, 5:30–7:30 p.m. • 
mBA offices, Boston

Wednesday, oct. 6, 5:30–7:30 p.m. • 
mBA offices, Boston

For more information or to volunteer, go to lrs@
massbar.org or call (617) 338-0556.

western massachusetts 
Dial-a-lawyer

Wednesday, oct. 20, 3:30–7:30 p.m.• 

For more information or to volunteer, go to lrs@
massbar.org or call the Boston office at (617) 
338-0556 or the Springfield office at (413) 
731-5134.

Veterans Dial-a-lawyer
Wednesday, nov. 17, 5:30–7:30 p.m.• 

If you are an attorney member would like to 
volunteer for this program, contact the MBA at 
LRS@massbar.org or (617) 338-0556.

For advertising opportunities  call (617) 896-5344  
or e -mail advertising@thewarrengroup.com
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tuesday, sept. 14
Success on appeal 
4–7 p.m.
MBa, 20 West St., Boston

wednesday, sept. 15
revving up your fall Job Search 
11:30 a.m.–1 p.m.
MBa, 20 West St., Boston

it ain’t over ‘til it’s over:  
post-judgment motions and the 
appellate process in Divorce  
and family law litigation 
4–7 p.m.
MBa, 20 West St., Boston

wednesday, sept. 22
how to conduct Discovery in high- 
and low- income cases Where Speed 
is a priority
4–7 p.m.
Registry of Deeds, 90 Front St., Worcester

elder law Basics 
4–7 p.m.
MBa, 20 West St., Boston

thursday, sept. 23
mBa co-sponsored event: luncheon 
with author/tV host rikki Klieman
Noon–1:30 p.m.
Massachusetts Club, 225 Franklin St., Boston

fundamentals of a civil Jury trial: 
courtroom conduct and procedures
4–7 p.m.
Holiday inn, 700 Myles Standish Blvd., Taunton

from Student to lawyer: mSl/mBa 
young lawyer career Seminar
4–7 p.m. (reception to follow)
Massachusetts School of Law, 500 Federal St., andover

tuesday, sept. 28
effective legal Writing Strategies 
4–7 p.m.
MBa, 20 West St., Boston

thursday, sept. 30
how to handle a Will contest 
4–7 p.m.
MBa, 20 West St., Boston

massachusetts Bar foundation 
grantee reception
5–7 p.m.
Burns & Levinson, 125 Summer St., Boston

tuesday, oct. 5
complex issues & emerging trends  
in class action litigation 
4–7 p.m.
MBa, 20 West St., Boston

wednesday, oct. 6
mBa monthly Dial-a-lawyer program
5:30–7:30 p.m.
Statewide dial-in #: (617) 338-0610

wednesday, oct. 13
practice Skills in Juvenile  
Delinquency cases 
4–6 p.m.
MBa, 20 West St., Boston

thursday, oct. 14
creative Ways to use your law 
Degree
8:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. (with reception to follow)
Lombardo’s, 16 Billings St., Randolph 

executive employment agreements 
for private companies 
4–7 p.m.
MBa, 20 West St., Boston

massachusetts Bar foundation 
grantee reception
4:30–6:30 p.m.
Buckley, Richardson and gelinas LLP, 1500 Main St., 
Suite 2600, Springfield

tuesday, oct. 19
minors’ Settlements, guardianship, 
conservatorship and Supplemental 
needs trusts 
4–7 p.m.
MBa, 20 West St., Boston

wednesday, oct. 20
Western massachusetts Dial-a-lawyer
3:30–7:30 p.m.
Statewide dial-in #: (413) 782-1659

thursday, oct. 21
paternity primer 
4–7 p.m.
MBa, 20 West St., Boston

wednesday, oct. 27
financial implications of 
unemployment: managing  
Debt and investments 
11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
MBa, 20 West St., Boston

save the dates:

friday, nov. 12– 
saturday, nov. 13
20th annual family law conference
Cranwell Resort, Spa & golf Club, 55 Lee Road, Lenox

tuesday, nov. 16
fifth annual Bench-Bar Symposium
4:30–7 p.m.
John adams Courthouse,  
one Pemberton Square, Boston

Calendar of Events
bar news

recorded session available for purchase after 
live program through mBa on Demand.

The trustees of the Massachusetts Bar Foundation recently 
awarded $4.5 million in IOLTA grant funding to nonprofits 
across the state that provide civil legal assistance to the most 
vulnerable citizens. More than 150 MBF Fellows volunteered 
their time to review grant applications and make funding recom-
mendations to the trustees.

Grants will support civil legal service programs, including 
domestic violence programs, special education advocacy, con-
sumer debt counseling and homelessness prevention projects. 

Grants will also support the administration 
of justice through such efforts as court-
linked mediation and lawyer-of-the-day 
programs.

These grants are particularly critical 
today as the recession continues to impact 
grantee organizations that are facing cuts 
to both public and private funding sources, 
while at the same time dealing with an in-
creased demand for legal assistance.

MBF trustees voted for a second year 
in a row to utilize the foundation’s reserve funds to supplement 
declining IOLTA income, in an effort to mitigate the impact to 
grantees. Thus, the total award amount for this year is just 10 
percent lower than last year, despite the precipitous decline in 
IOLTA revenue.

MBF President Joseph P. J. Vrabel acknowledged the dire 
impact the recession has had on individuals and families across 
the state who will increasingly rely on the legal aid programs 
provided by MBF grantees. “We knew it was absolutely essential 
that we do whatever we could to help keep these vital services 
available to those in need.”

This year’s MBF IOLTA grant awards will support 140 pro-
grams conducted by 97 nonprofit organizations throughout Mas-
sachusetts. Award amounts range from $4,480 to $98,000, with 
an average award of $32,000, and will run for one year, from 
Sept. 1, 2010, to Aug. 31, 2011.

Funds for these grants are provided by the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court’s Interest on Lawyer’s Trust Accounts 
(IOLTA) program. The Massachusetts Bar Foundation is one of 
three charitable entities in Massachusetts that distributes IOLTA 
funds.

Visit www.massbarfoundation.org to view a complete listing 
of the 2010-11 IOLTA grant recipients. n

MBF awards $4.5 
million in IOLTA 
grants for 2010-11

bar news

JoSePH P. J. VRaBeL

Please join us 
for our

 2010 Gr a ntee r eceptions

To R.S.V.P., call (617) 338-0648 or 
e-mail foundation@massbar.org  

and specify which reception you will attend. 

For directions, please visit MassBarFoundation.org

M a s s a c H u s e t t s  B a r  f o u n D at i o n

Boston
Thursday, Sept. 30, 5 – 7 p.m.

Burns & Levinson 
125 Summer Street, Boston

r.s.V.p. By sept. 27

Springfield
Thursday, Oct. 14, 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Bulkley, Richardson and Gelinas LLP
1500 Main St., Suite 2600, Springfield 

r.s.V.p. By oct. 11

For more information, go to www.massbar.org/events/calendar.
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The City Solicitors and Town 
Counsel Association — the bar 
association of attorneys who 
represent local governments and 
deal in local government issues 
— recently elected officers for 
the 2010-11 year. Elected were: 
President John Barrett, assistant 
city solicitor of Fitchburg, Vice 
President Stacey G. Bloom, as-
sociate general counsel, Depart-
ment of Youth Services; and Ex-
ecutive Director James B. Lamp-
ke, town counsel of Hull.

Also elected to the executive committee 
were John D. Finnegan, special municipal 
and tax counsel; Margaret J. Hurley, as-
sistant attorney general and director of the 
Municipal Law Unit; Heather W. Kings-
bury, Petrini and Associates; Henry C. Lu-
thin, first assistant corporation counsel, City 
of Boston; Robert S. Mangiaratti, Attleboro 

city solicitor; Gerald M. Moody, Milford 
town counsel; Immediate Past President 
Christopher J. Petrini, Framingham town 
counsel; Edward M. Pikula, Springfield 
city solicitor; Juliana Rice, Arlington town 
counsel; and Donald V. Rider, Marlborough 
city solicitor.

For more information on the CSTCA, 
go to www.massmunilaw.org or call (781) 
749-9922. n

bar news

bar bulletin board

Top row, from left to right: aaLaM founding member Diane Young-Spitzer (Massachusetts Securities Division), 
Michelle Wu (Harvard Law School/Mayor’s office, Boston City Hall), Stephen Y. Chow (Burns & Levinson) and 
Patty M. Saji (Boston College Law School/Disability Law Center).
Bottom row, from left to right: andrew D. Ngo (Suffolk Law School/Bank of america), aaLaM Vice President 
emily K. Yu (edwards, angell, Palmer & Dodge), Michelle H. Rhee (Bank of america) and Connie C. Dai 
(Suffolk Law School/Brown Brothers Harriman).

The Massachusetts Defense 
Lawyers Association’s new offi-
cers recently began their 2010-11 
term: President Holly M. Pol-
glase, of Campbell, Campbell, 
Edwards & Conroy PC; President-
elect Anthony J. Sbarra Jr., also 
of Campbell, Campbell, Edwards 
& Conroy PC; Secretary Michael 
P. Sams, of Kenney & Sams 
PC, Treasurer Brian O’Connell, 
of Zizik, Powers, O’Connell, 
Spaulding & Lamontagne PC; 
Immediate Past President Emily 
G. Coughlin, of Coughlin Betke 
LLP; and DRI State Liaison 
Christopher A. Kenney, of Ken-
ney & Sams PC. n

On July 21, the Asian-American 
Lawyers Association of Massachusetts 
(AALAM) held its annual Summer Asso-
ciates Lunch at Goodwin Procter LLP’s 
Boston office. AALAM summer asso-
ciates mingled with member attorneys 

from various types of practice after open-
ing remarks by AALAM Vice President 
Emily K. Yu, of Edwards, Angell, Palmer 
& Dodge, and founding member and 
AALAM’s first president, Paul W. Lee, of 
Goodwin Procter. n

Photo by Micaela Mirabassi

Pictured from left to right: executive Director James B. Lampke, 
Vice President Stacey g. Bloom and President John Barrett.

aalam hosts summer associates lunch

city solicitors elect officers

mDla officers begin new term

Photo by John Gillooly

Seen here at the Massachusetts Defense Lawyers association’s 
annual Meeting on May 7, new officers include, from left to right: 
President-elect anthony J. Sbarra Jr., President Holly M. Polglase, 
Scott Tucker (who was presented MDLa’s 2010 Defense Lawyer 
of the Year at the meeting), and immediate Past President emily 
g. Coughlin.

Lawyers Journal publicizes the recent and upcoming events of its affiliated bar associations. Submit items for publication 
to MBA Bar Services Liaison Patricia O. Plasse at pplasse@massbar.org by the first week of each month.

(617) 338-0530 • www.Massbar.org

Transition from student to lawyer … the MBA way
Young Lawyer Career Seminar and reception
Co-sponsored by the Massachusetts School of Law 

Thursday, Sept. 23, 4 –7 P.M.
Massachusetts School of Law, 500 Federal St., Andover

Learn how to successfully make the shift from student to lawyer. Topics 
include: 

•	 Top	10	Mistakes	Made	by	Young	Lawyers

•	 Top	10	Tips	for	Setting	Up	Shop

•	 Bringing	You	to	the	Firm;	Identity	and	Work,	Identity	at	Work

•	 Successfully	Building	Your	Professional	Network	

•	 Social	Networking	and	Managing	Your	Online	Presence

mba On DemanD

FREE programs
Get FREE information	critical	to	the	start	of	your	career	through	
MBA On Demand. Choose from: 

•	 Successfully	Making	the	Transition	From	Law	Student	to	Lawyer

•	 A	View	from	the	Bench,	presented	by	the	Hon.	Carol	Ball	and	the	
Hon.	Margaret	Hinkle

•	 Start	Up	Basics

•	 A	Message	from	the	Young	Lawyers	Division

•	 Keys	to	Successful	Marketing	and	Advertising

•	 Traps	for	the	Unwary	

www.MassBar.org/FreePrograms

Recently passed the bar? 
There’s never been a better time 
to join the MBA

Special 
offer:

Join the MBa and attend this 
seminar for only $100 (a $25 savings)
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A panel of nine attorney authors shared 
their inspirations, writing styles and advice 
for finding a publisher with three dozen 
fans and aspiring authors at a free panel 
discussion and reception June 24.

The MBA Meet and Mingle Lawyer 
Writers event at the MBA’s Boston office 
featured published authors of everything 
from legal thrillers to poetry collections to 
historical nonfiction. The event was mod-
erated by the Hon. James F. McHugh, an 
associate justice with the Massachusetts 
Appeals Court and the former book review 
editor of the Massachusetts Law Review.

The event included the authors Mi-
chael Fredrickson, Miriam Kurtzig Freed-
man, Iris Gomez, David Hosp, Margaret 
McLean, the Hon. Gerald D. McLellan 
(ret.), Christian G. Samito, Robert A. 
Shaines and Raffi Yessayan.

Suspense novelist Yessayan talked 
about creating a frightening serial killer 
for his first novel, Iris Gomez talked 
about how her poetry impacted writing 
her first novel, and, in response to audi-
ence questions, several panelists suggest-
ed finding an agent before trying to land 
a publishing deal.

McLean, who teaches business law 
at Boston College and is president of 
the New England branch of the Mystery 
Writers of America, said she attended 
writers conferences to find herself an 
agent.

“It’s hard, when you sit down and 
write that first book. You say, ‘Thank 
God I didn’t know how hard this would 
be,’” she said.

Samito, an attorney with Jouret & 
Samito LLP, said he cultivated interest in 
his six nonfiction books about the Civil 
War by presenting at academic confer-
ences.

Freedman said she self-published 
first to prove that she could sell copies 
through a publisher, then found “I’m bet-
ter at selling my own books.”

After an hour-and-a-half of discus-
sion and questions, authors mingled 
with audience members, discussing their 
books and autographing copies. n

bar news

aBoVe:  
Lawyer Writers panel members, 
from left to right: Christian 
g. Samito, Raffi Yessayan, 
moderator Judge James F. 
McHugh (standing), Judge 
gerald D. McLellan (ret.), 
Michael Fredrickson (obscured), 
iris gomez, Margaret McLean 
and David Hosp. Not pictured: 
Miriam Kurtzig Freeman and 
Robert a. Shaines.

LeFT:
Raffi Yessayan, right, autographs 
his first novel, 8 in the Box, for 
an audience member.

Photos by bill archaMbeault

second annual mBa 
summer social

About 130 people attended the 
Massachusetts Bar Association’s Second 
Annual Summer Social, where judges, 
attorneys, legal industry professionals 
and students mingled at the Aug 19 free 
event at Tia’s Restaurant on the Boston 
Waterfront. n

“lawyer writers” 
event attracts three 
dozen fans, aspiring 
authors

mccarter & english’s 
women’s initiative 
volunteers with 
heading home

The women of McCarter & Eng-
lish’s Boston office donated their time 
and energy to local non-profit, Heading 
Home, on June 4 by participating in an 
Up & Out move, a program that assists 
individuals and families who are moving 
into their own apartments for the first 
time after being homeless.

Up & Out raises money, collects 
household donations and coordinates 

volunteers to clean, furnish and decorate 
the apartment prior to a family’s move.

McCarter has an active Women’s Ini-
tiative, whose mission it is to build posi-
tive relationships with colleagues, peers, 
clients and the broader communities in 
which its members live and work.

“McCarter has always maintained 
a connection to our local communities, 
and this move provided another invalu-
able opportunity for McCarter to give 
back. We wish the family well and hope 
that our services will give them the jump 
start they need to continue their cou-
rageous move forward,” said Ashley 
Brooks, an associate in McCarter’s Bos-
ton office and the co-chair of Heading 
Home’s Outreach Council. She helped 
spearhead the move and volunteer effort 
for the firm.

McCarter & English’s fundraising 
furnished the apartment and stocked the 
cabinets and refrigerator for the family.

Heading Home, a non-profit whose 

mission is to end homelessness in Great-
er Boston by providing housing in con-
junction with effective support services 
to help change the conditions that create 
homelessness, is in need of additional 
volunteer groups. For information, con-
tact Wendy Jacobs at wjacobs@heading-
homeinc.org or (617) 864-8140 or go to 
http://headinghomeinc.org. n

Photo by MarGaret farMer,  
courtesy of heaDinG hoMe

From left to right: Heading Home family member; 
associate Rachel Churchill; associate and Heading 
Home outreach Council Co-Chair ashley Brooks; 
associate anne Matthews; associate Bonnie 
Vanzler; associate Meaghan Richmond; partner 
Berin Romagnolo; associate Lori Shyavitz; and 
Heading Home family members. Richmond, 
Romagnolo and Shyavitz are MBa members.

Member 
Spotlight

Photos by kelsey saDoff

Mba  
summer  
events

aBoVe: From left to right: erik French, Jeffrey Thomas Hendricks, Jason Y. Chan and Candace 
L. Hodge.
LeFT: Massachusetts appeals Court Senior Staff attorney Lynn S. Muster and Marc Moccia, the 
Suffolk university School of Law student bar association liaison to the MBa. andy Mcilvaine (left) and William Roa (right).

The Hon. gordon L. Doerfer (ret.), MBa Judicial administration 
Section co-chair, right, and his wife, Priscilla Mullin.
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The Massachusetts Bar Association 
is starting the 2010-11 membership year 
and we invite you to renew your mem-
bership by completing the dues renewal 
form you received in the mail or online.

By renewing your membership, you 
will continue to benefit from indispens-
able MBA tools, including:

Free and unlimited use of the Case-•	
maker legal research tool;
More than 100 continuing legal •	
education courses each year, includ-

ing online CLE/MBA On Demand 
programs;
Subscriptions to MBA publications, •	
such as Lawyers Journal, Massa-
chusetts Law Review and Lawyers 
e-Journal; 
Access to dozens of section, divi-•	
sion and practice groups; and
Exclusive insurance programs de-•	
signed and negotiated annually by 
lawyers and for lawyers.

Visit www.massbar.org/renew to re-
new online today.

Thank you for your continuing inter-
est in and support for the MBA. If you 
have any further questions about the re-
newal process, contact MBA Member 
Services at (617) 338-0530 or member-
ship@massbar.org. n

Save the 
Date

Tu e s d a y,  N o v.  1 6 ,  2 0 1 0 
J o h n  A d a m s  C o u r t h o u s e ,  B o s t o n

Bench–Bar 
SympoSium

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  B a r  a s s o c i a t i o n

f i f t h  a n n u a l

R.S.V.P. at www.MassBar.org/BenchBar

bar news

renew your Mba membership
By mail or online, 
retain valuable 
member benefits

Bank of America credit card

Show pride in your organization 
by enjoying the benefits of a Bank 
of America WorldPoints Rewards 
business credit card. This credit card 
separates your business expenses 
from your personal expenses while 
earning one point for every dollar 
that you spend on purchases.

With all of the points you earn, 
there are numerous rewards you 
can choose from, including: hotels, 
restaurants, cash, merchandise and 
even once-in-a-lifetime experiences. 
You also have access to an award-

winning online banking site to help 
manage your accounts. Right at your 
fingertips you have the ability to 
track your charges, make payments 
online and even download your 
monthly statements.

Call (888) 895-4904 and mention 
priority code UABGAK to apply for 
your Massachusetts Bar Association 
Business Card with WorldPoints Re-
wards today. Don’t forget to request 
additional cards with no fee for your 
employees; they can help the busi-
ness earn rewards even faster.

*Valid MBA membership re-
quired. WorldPoints is a registered 
trademark of FIA Card Services, 
N.A. n

FeatureD  
memBer  
BeneFit: 

want to earn one point 
for every dollar that you 
spend on purchases?

different ways you plan on marketing 
your law firm and what the cost is for 
each of those activities. Think about a 
Web site, blog, networking groups (such 
as Chamber of Commerce, local trade 
groups, StartingOutSolo.com, Women 
Attorneys Network), free online directo-
ries (Avvo, Justia, JDSupra), LinkedIn, 
Facebook, Twitter, print advertisements, 
church and faith-based groups, seminars, 
newsletters and mailings.

Some activities will be costly in 
terms of money and/or time. The key 
is to keep track of where your business 
is coming from so that you can adjust 
your marketing plan accordingly to 
get the most return for your marketing  
dollar. 

Marketing is a continuous process. 
You cannot implement a marketing 
idea, sit back and relax, and hope that 
the money continues to flow in. 

If you stop marketing, the business 
will eventually stop. If you market only 
when you see your business dry up, you 
will lose credibility with your clients; 
they will smell your desperation and 
won’t engage you. 

If you put all your marketing eggs 
in one basket, you run the risk of sink-
ing your firm when the referral source 
dries up. 

As with investments, diversify. 
Starting a law firm and running it 

successfully takes hard work, long hours 
and dedication. Any young attorney 
can do it, but it is not for every young 
attorney. Make sure you have what it 
takes before taking the plunge. n

cheong
Continued from page 9

How young lawyers can run a firm 
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Combine your favorite local forms with Westlaw

technology and get a surprisingly better, faster 

way to complete documents. New Westlaw® Forms

includes forms developed in consultation with 

prominent local attorneys and from West’s®

Massachusetts Practice Series. You’ll also find official forms from 

the Massachusetts Probate and Family Court, the Massachusetts 

Land Court, and the Real Estate Bar Association for Massachusetts.

Built-in logic eliminates repetitive data entry. And hundreds of links 

to Westlaw connect you directly to legal resources relevant to your

forms. It all adds up to fast research and faster document production.

To find out more, call 1-800-759-5418 or visit 

west.thomson.com/westlaw-forms

YOUR FAVORITE LOCAL
FORMS, AUTOMATED. 

NEW WESTLAW FORMS 
MASSACHUSETTS.
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